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Objectives: that students are able to: 

-improve listening for specific information. 

- talk about authority when raising a dog and bringing up a child. 

LANGUAGE 
TIME OBJECTIVES ACTIVITIES 

G V R L S W 
MATERIALS INT. PATTERN 

ANT. 
PROBLEMS 

5 - talk about 
uncontrollable 

pets/kids. 
- become 
engaged in 
the activity. 

The teacher asks 
students if they have 

ever had a dog which 
was uncontrollable. If 
they haven’t had a dog, 
the teacher can ask 
students to talk about 
uncontrollable children 

    x   Whole class -some 
students 

may find the 
topic quite  
boring, 
especially if 
they are not 
fan of dogs 

25 - understand 
main events in 
the film. 

The teacher shows 
students the first minutes 
from the film and a 
multiple choice activity 
for students to 

complete. Students 
check in pairs.  

    x   Film “Marley & Me” min: 00:00-17:33 
Multiple choice activity 

Individual 
work 
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- improve 
listening for 
specific 

information. 
- understand 
the main 
conflict in the 
film 

After the multiple choice 
activity the teacher asks 
students to watch 

another section of the 
film The teacher asks: 
Where do they take 
Marley? What for? What 
happens with the 

couple’s authority in the 
relationship? Ideas 
shared orally 

   x x  Film “Marley & Me” min 22:44- 26:00  Whole class.  



15 - personalize 
Marley´s 
problems. 

- reflect upon 
how authority 
is important in 
a relationship 
when bringing 
up a child or 

raising a dog. 

 The teacher asks 
students to work in 
groups of three and they 

have to answer “What 
would you do if you had 
a dog like Marley? Has 
the master’s personality 
have something to do 
with how to raise a dog? 

What happens when 
you bring children uo? 
Do you think AUTHORITY 
is an important 
ingredient when 
bringing up a child? 

    x   Group work  

 
Appendix 1 
 
Multiple choice  

Watch the Film “Marley & Me”. Choose the correct answer 

 
1. John Grogan is: 

a) A journalist  b) A writer   c) A film director 
 
2. John’s friend suggest john: 

a) Buy a puppy and never have children   b) have children  c) buy a dog and stop Jenny’s “clock for a few 
years. 
 
3.  Marley is cheaper than the other dogs because 

a) He is not a real Labrador    b) he has behavioural problems  c) he is physically 
handicapped 
 
4. John names Marley after 

a) Ziggy Marley      b) Bob Marley     c) Louise Marley   
 
5. When Jenny and john get home, how do they react? 

a) They punish Marley     b) they just look     c) they do nothing and 
protect the dog. 
 


